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these lines written in pencil on the back of a fine
old print of the Great Tun. A. H .

Little Baling.

The moment any question is raised by " N . & Q."
it at once becomes invested with a degree of in-
terest few would previously attach to it. Leir or
lear has been in use in Scotland from an early
period as indicating " acquaintance with," " know-
ledge of," or " learning." In a " New Yeir Gift,"
said to have been offered to Queen Mary on her
return from France to Scotland, 1562, the fol-
lowing occurs :—

" To give indulgence as the Deil did leir (learn)
To mend that JUenzie has sae mony mangt;
God give thee Grace agains this gude new Zeir."

There is, however, a strangely different meaning
attached to the same word. In many parts of
Scotland " He is Jeer-e'ed " means he has a sort of
•winking motion about his eyes. Again, " the
leer of his e'e " is a certain undefined, wicked (if
I may use the term) look. Then a " leerie light,"
or a " leary light," is understood to be a small
flickering one. ALFRED CHARLES JONAS.

Kilmarnock.

The word leer, or more commonly leery, is used
in Dorsetshire not merely with reference to the
feeling of hunger—" empty in the stomach, want-
ing food," as Mr. Barnes explains it in his ex-
cellent Glossary—but as a perfect synonym for
the word "empty , " ; e.g., "The waggon corned
huome leery," &c. C. W. BINGHAM.

FlSKE AND GOSNOLD FAMILIES (5 t h S. xii. 367,
414).—I am not now able to verify the accuracy
of C. G. H.'s correction, founded, I believe,
upon Collins ; but, if it be correct, one more
instance is thereby supplied of the inaccuracy
of the information sometimes obtained from the
College of Arms. In March, 1865, when I first
saw the monument to which I have made reference
at Thorpe-Morieux, I referred to all the known
books of reference—amongst others to Collins—and
I came to the same conclusion as that which
C. G. H . now adopts. Upon my inquiring, how-
ever, of the late Garter, Sir Charles Young re-
jected my conclusion that the husband of Mar-
garet Pole (daughter of Sir Geoffrey Pole) was the
Hon. Walter Windsor, sixth son of William, second
Lord Windsor, and asserted that her husband was
William, first Lord Windsor, and that their third
son, Walter, was the father of Winifred, who was
married to John Gosnell. Sir Charles Young
stated that he based his assertion upon the inscrip-
tion on a monument at Otley, and this I ascer-
tained was correct, though I neglected to secure
an exact copy. FREDERIC LARPENT.

PROVINCIAL FAIRS (6 th S.i. 13, 64).—Allow me,
with deference to M R . GOMME'S superior knowledge

of this subject, to mention two points which seem
to militate against, the suggestion that the Pie-
powder Court may be a relic of a primitive village
court of justice.

1. The jurisdiction of this court was confined to>
matters arising out of contracts in the fair or market,
and so far was this principle carried that " if the
proceeding be on a contract in the fair, &c, but
not for a thing sold there, it will be void," and
so if it be on a contract at a day before or after ;
and the steward shall not hold plea, upon pain of
51., unless the plaintiff or his attorney swear that
the contract in the declaration mentioned was
within the precinct of the fair or market (Comyn's
Digest, tit. " Court of Pyepowders," G. 1).

2. The steward of him who has the fair or market,
and not the mayor or local authority, is the judge,
except by special custom (Com., Dig.; Blackstone's
Com., vol. iii. p. 33).

In the case of a court being a relic of a primitive
village court of justice, we should not expect, I
think, to find either of these incidents, but the
jurisdiction would be coextensive with the village,
and the judge would be the local authority, and
not the steward of one who might possibly be
a stranger. Qy. Has this court any higher origin
than this, viz, that it arose, as a matter of necessity,
upon the establishment of every fair or market ?

F. SYDNEY WADDINGTON.

T H E TROPHY TAX (5ll> S. xii. 408, 496).—A3
some contribution to a reply, I have the pleasure
of annexing a copy of the Trophy Tax receipt at
present in use in the City of London, as follows :

The Day of 187 s £.
Received then of Inhabitant in the
Ward of the Sum of
being so much charged upon [him] for the
landlord, for one Month's Assessment for -
defraying the Arrears and other incident
Expenses of the Militia, for one Year com-
mencing from Christmas, 187-.—Say received.

Personal /
By{ \ Collectors.

s (3

The tax is at the rate of a farthing in the pound.
Some years ago, when I first had, in an official!

capacity, to pay the Trophy Tax, I made the fol-
lowing note on the subject :—

"Mr. [the tax collector] says that this peculiar
form of receipt has continued in use from the time of
Charles I. Also, that the tax is raised in virtue of a.
warrant from the Crown*; the amount due from this
ward being always a fixed sum of £—. If any surpluses
are produced they are allowed to accumulate, with o
view to providing the required amount on some future
occasion without levying it then."
In accordance with this last remark, I find that
the tax was not levied for the years commencing
at Christmas, 1870, 1873, and 1877. " Charles I."

* By this I understand a separate warrant on each
occasion of levying the tax.


